Saturday February 27, 2010
Mark 12:38-44

3¥As he taught, Jesus said, "Watch out for the teachers
of the law. They like to walk around in flowing robes and
be greeted in the marketplaces, **and have the most
important seats in the synagogues and the places of
honor at banquets. “°They devour widows' houses and
for a show make lengthy prayers. Such men will be pun-
ished most severely."

The Widow's Offering

“Jesus sat down opposite the place where the offerings
were put and watched the crowd putting their money
into the temple treasury. Many rich people threw in
large amounts. “’But a poor widow came and put in two
very small copper coins,worth only a fraction of a
penny.™ “Calling his disciples to him, Jesus said, "I tell
you the truth, this poor widow has put more into the
treasury than all the others. ““They all gave out of their
wealth; but she, out of her poverty, put in everything—
all she had to live on."

Today’s Prayer Focus & Reflections:
Pray for continued donations of food, clothing and
financial support to help the Canby Center
help others in our community.

Reflections about today’s scripture:
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DEVOTIONALS

Our goal during the 2010 Lenten season is
for everyone at Christ Lutheran to experience
the Word of God more in their daily (ives.

Following a simple outline, this daily
devotional offers an opportunity for our whole
congregation to read, pray, and discuss the
same text during these 40 days of Lent. The
opening and closing prayers and the chosen
Bible verses (using the New International Version)
will focus on a new theme each week to help us
reflect on the life of Christ and prepare our
hearts for the great joy of Easter.

Week 1 - Teachings of Jesus

Opening Prayer:

Heavenly Father, as we join with others in our church
to study Your Word, You promise to be with us. May You
quiet our minds and open our hearts to hear and understand
today’s scripture. Guide us on this journey, helping us to see
You and Your will in our everyday lives. We thank and praise
You for the many blessings You have provided, and ask that
You give us courage, strength and healing as we walk with
You to the cross during these 40 days of Lent.

In the name of Jesus, Your loving Son, Amen.

Read the Scripture for the Day

Reflection: Using Christ Lutheran’s mission statement
"Alive in the Love of Christ
Hopeful in the promises of Christ
Active in the service of Christ”

as a guide, what is today’s scripture saying to me?

1) How does Christ’s love come alive in these verses?

2) Where do | see hope in His promises?

3) What about this scripture moves me to act in

service to Him and others?

Closing Prayer:

Thank you Lord for this time with You. May Your
scripture empower us today to live as Your people, rejoicing in
Your love, and reaching with Your grace for those around us.
In the name of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit, strengthen us
on this journey, now and always. Amen.
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Sunday February 21, 2010

Luke 10:25-37

The Parable of the Good Samaritan

*>0n one occasion an expert in the law stood up to test
Jesus. "Teacher," he asked, "what must | do to inherit
eternal life?" **"What is written in the Law?" he replied.
"How do you read it?" *’He answered: " 'Love the Lord
your God with all your heart and with all your soul and
with all your strength and with all your mind'®’; and,
'Love your neighbor as yourself.™" **"Yoy have an-
swered correctly," Jesus replied. "Do this and you will
live." **But he wanted to justify himself, so he asked Je-
sus, "And who is my neighbor?" *°In reply Jesus said: "A
man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, when
he fell into the hands of robbers. They stripped him of
his clothes, beat him and went away, leaving him half
dead. *A priest happened to be going down the same
road, and when he saw the man, he passed by on the
other side. 3*So too, a Levite, when he came to the place
and saw him, passed by on the other side. **But a Sa-
maritan, as he traveled, came where the man was; and
when he saw him, he took pity on him. 3**He went to him
and bandaged his wounds, pouring on oil and wine.
Then he put the man on his own donkey, took him to an
inn and took care of him. **The next day he took out two
silver coins'® and gave them to the innkeeper. 'Look af-
ter him,' he said, 'and when I return, | will reimburse you
for any extra expense you may have.' 3*"Which of these
three do you think was a neighbor to the man who fell
into the hands of robbers?" *’The expert in the law re-
plied, "The one who had mercy on him." Jesus told
him, "Go and do likewise."

Today’s Prayer Focus & Reflections:
Help us to see ways in which we can be a Good
Samarian to those in need

Reflections about today’s scripture:

Friday February 26, 2010

Luke 11:1-4 & Matthew 6:9-13

Jesus' Teaching on Prayer

*One day Jesus was praying in a certain place. When he
finished, one of his disciples said to him, "Lord, teach us
to pray, just as John taught his disciples."

*He said to them, "When you pray, say:

"'Father,’”) hallowed be your name, your kingdom
come.™ 3Give us each day our daily bread. “Forgive us
our sins, for we also forgive everyone who sins against
us.) And lead us not into temptation.["

Matthew 6:9-13
This, then, is how you should pray:

"'Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,
**your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as it
is in heaven. ™Give us today our daily bread. **Forgive
us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from
the evil one."

Today’s Prayer Focus & Reflections:
Pray for those in need to receive their “daily bread”

Reflections about today’s scripture:
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Thursday February 25, 2010
Mark 4:35-41
Jesus Calms the Storm

3That day when evening came, he said to his disciples,
"Let us go over to the other side." *Leaving the crowd

behind, they took him along, just as he was, in the boat.

There were also other boats with him. 3A furious squall
came up, and the waves broke over the boat, so that it
was nearly swamped. **Jesus was in the stern, sleeping
on a cushion. The disciples woke him and said to him,

"Teacher, don't you care if we drown?" 3°He got up, re-

buked the wind and said to the waves, "Quiet! Be stil|!"
Then the wind died down and it was completely calm.
“He said to his disciples, "Why are you so afraid? Do
you still have no faith?"  “‘They were terrified and
asked each other, "Who is this? Even the wind and the
waves obey him!"

Today’s Prayer Focus & Reflections:
Pray that the Lord will continue to call, lead and
strengthen those who volunteer their time
and talents at the Canby Center

Reflections about today’s scripture:

Monday February 22, 2010

Matthew 22:34-40

The Greatest Commandment

*Hearing that Jesus had silenced the Sadducees, the
Pharisees got together. 3*One of them, an expert in the
law, tested him with this question: ¥Teacher, which is
the greatest commandment in the Law?" ¥Jesus re-
plied: " 'Love the Lord your God with all your heart and
with all your soul and with all your mind."® 3®*This is the
first and greatest commandment. 3*And the second is
like it: 'Love your neighbor as yourself.™ “°All the Law
and the Prophets hang on these two commandments."

Today’s Prayer Focus & Reflections:
Pray for the mission and vision of the Canby Center as

they reach out to the homeless in the Canby area

Reflections about today’s scripture:
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Tuesday February 23, 2010

Luke 6:31-42

¥Do to others as you would have them do to you. **"If
you love those who love you, what credit is that to
you? Even 'sinners' love those who love them. 3*And if
you do good to those who are good to you, what
credit is that to you? Even 'sinners' do that. **And if
you lend to those from whom you expect repayment,
what credit is that to you? Even 'sinners' lend to
'sinners,' expecting to be repaid in full. *But love your
enemies, do good to them, and lend to them without
expecting to get anything back. Then your reward will
be great, and you will be sons of the Most High, be-
cause he is kind to the ungrateful and wicked. **Be
merciful, just as your Father is merciful.

Judging Others

"Do not judge, and you will not be judged. Do not
condemn, and you will not be condemned. Forgive,
and you will be forgiven. ¥*Give, and it will be given to
you. A good measure, pressed down, shaken together
and running over, will be poured into your lap. For
with the measure you use, it will be measured to
you." **He also told them this parable: "Can a blind
man lead a blind man? Will they not both fall into a
pit? “°’A student is not above his teacher, but everyone
who is fully trained will be like his teacher. “*"Why do
you look at the speck of sawdust in your brother's eye
and pay no attention to the plank in your own eye?
“How can you say to your brother, 'Brother, let me
take the speck out of your eye," when you yourself fail
to see the plank in your own eye? You hypocrite, first
take the plank out of your eye, and then you will see
clearly to remove the speck from your brother's eye.

Today'’s Prayer Focus & Reflections:
Pray for those in our personal lives
who are “less than loveable”

Reflections about today’s scripture:

Wednesday February 24, 2010
Luke 12:22-34

Do Not Worry

**Then Jesus said to his disciples: "Therefore | tell you,
do not worry about your life, what you will eat; or about
your body, what you will wear. *Life is more than food,
and the body more than clothes. **Consider the ravens:
They do not sow or reap, they have no storeroom or
barn; yet God feeds them. And how much more valuable
you are than birds! **Who of you by worrying can add a
single hour to his life™? **Since you cannot do this very
little thing, why do you worry about the rest?
*"Consider how the lilies grow. They do not labor or
spin. Yet | tell you, not even Solomon in all his splendor
was dressed like one of these. **If that is how God
clothes the grass of the field, which is here today, and
tomorrow is thrown into the fire, how much more will he
clothe you, O you of little faith! **And do not set your
heart on what you will eat or drink; do not worry about
it. *°For the pagan world runs after all such things, and
your Father knows that you need them. 3*But seek his
kingdom, and these things will be given to you as

well. 3*"Do not be afraid, little flock, for your Father has
been pleased to give you the kingdom. 3Sell your pos-
sessions and give to the poor. Provide purses for your-
selves that will not wear out, a treasure in heaven that
will not be exhausted, where no thief comes near and no
moth destroys. **For where your treasure is, there your
heart will be also.

Today’s Prayer Focus & Reflections:
Pray that we will put aside our worries, trusting
and relying on the promises of Jesus.
Reflections about today’s scripture:
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