Saturday March 6, 2010

Mark 10:46-52

Blind Bartimaeus Receives His Sight

“*Then they came to Jericho. As Jesus and his disciples,
together with a large crowd, were leaving the city, a blind
man, Bartimaeus (that is, the Son of Timaeus), was sitting by
the roadside begging. “When he heard that it was Jesus of
Nazareth, he began to shout, "Jesus, Son of David, have
mercy on me!" “®Many rebuked him and told him to be quiet,
but he shouted all the more, "Son of David, have mercy on
me!" “’Jesus stopped and said, "Call him." So they called to
the blind man, "Cheer up! On your feet! He's calling you."
**Throwing his cloak aside, he jumped to his feet and came to
Jesus. *™What do you want me to do for you?" Jesus asked
him. The blind man said, "Rabbi, | want to see." °>*"Go," said
Jesus, "your faith has healed you." Immediately he

received his sight and followed Jesus along the road.

Today’s Prayer Focus & Reflections:
Continue to call on Jesus for His help and healing
even when we are rebuked or told to be quiet

Reflections about today’s scripture:
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Our goal during the 2010 Lenten season is
for everyone at Christ Lutheran to experience
the Word of God more in their daily (ives.

Following a simple outline, this daily
devotional offers an opportunity for our whole
congregation to read, pray, and discuss the
same text during these 40 days of Lent. The
opening and closing prayers and the chosen
Bible verses (using the New International Version)
will focus on a new theme each week to help us
reflect on the life of Christ and prepare our
hearts for the great joy of Easter.

Week 2 - Healing Stories

Opening Prayer:

Heavenly Father,. we come to you today to thank you
for the many blessings You have given us and to grow closer to
You by studying Your scripture. As we read Your Word, quiet
our minds and open our hearts to Your will in our lives. Provide
healing, guidance and wisdom through these words, helping
us to truly live out Your love and promises in our everyday
lives. Inthe name of Jesus, Your loving Son, Amen.

Read the Scripture for the Day

Reflection: Using Christ Lutheran’s mission statement
"Alive in the Love of Christ
Hopeful in the promises of Christ
Active in the service of Christ”

as a guide, what is today’s scripture saying to me?

1) How does Christ’s love _come alive in these verses?

2) Where do | see hope in His promises?

3) What about this scripture moves me to act in

service to Him and others?

Closing Prayer:

Thank you Lord for this time we have spent together
today. In our lessons this week we see how ordinary people
asked for Your help and were healed not by their own worth or
merit, but through Your grace and mercy. May your Holy
Spirit strengthen our faith, so that we have the courage to ask
for your healing in our lives and for others in our community. In
the name of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit, strengthen us on
this journey, now and always. Amen.
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Sunday February 28, 2010

Matthew 15:21-28
*Leaving that place, Jesus withdrew to the region of Tyre and
Sidon. **A Canaanite woman from that vicinity came to him,

crying out, "Lord, Son of David, have mercy on me! My daugh-

ter is suffering terribly from demon-possession." **Jesus did
not answer a word. So his disciples came to him and urged
him, "Send her away, for she keeps crying out after us." **He
answered, "l was sent only to the lost sheep of Israel." **The
woman came and knelt before him. "Lord, help me!" she
said. *°He replied, "It is not right to take the children's bread
and toss it to their dogs." ?"Yes, Lord," she said, "but even
the dogs eat the crumbs that fall from their masters'

table." **Then Jesus answered, "Woman, you have great faith!
Your request is granted." And her daughter was healed from
that very hour.

Today’s Prayer Focus & Reflections:
Help us be persistent in our efforts
and prayers to help others in need

Reflections about today’s scripture:

asking for you." **When Mary heard this, she got up quickly
and went to him. *Now Jesus had not yet entered the vil-
lage, but was still at the place where Martha had met him.
3When the Jews who had been with Mary in the house, com-
forting her, noticed how quickly she got up and went out,
they followed her, supposing she was going to the tomb to
mourn there. 3*When Mary reached the place where Jesus
was and saw him, she fell at his feet and said, "Lord, if you
had been here, my brother would not have died." 33*When
Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who had come along
with her also weeping, he was deeply moved in spirit and
troubled. 3*"Where have you laid him?" he asked.

"Come and see, Lord," they replied. %Jesus wept. 3*Then
the Jews said, "See how he loved him!" ¥But some of them
said, "Could not he who opened the eyes of the blind man
have kept this man from dying?"

Jesus Raises Lazarus From the Dead

3 Jesus, once more deeply moved, came to the tomb. It was
a cave with a stone laid across the entrance. *"Take away
the stone," hesaid.  "But, Lord," said Martha, the sister of
the dead man, "by this time there is a bad odor, for he has
been there four days." “°Then Jesus said, "Did I not tell you
that if you believed, you would see the glory of God?" #'So
they took away the stone. Then Jesus looked up and said,
"Father, | thank you that you have heard me. *’l knew that
you always hear me, but | said this for the benefit of the peo-
ple standing here, that they may believe that you sent me."
“When he had said this, Jesus called in a loud voice,
"Lazarus, come out!" ““The dead man came out, his hands
and feet wrapped with strips of linen, and a cloth around his
face.  Jesus said to them, "Take off the grave clothes and
let him go."

Today’s Prayer Focus & Reflections:
Help us to remember and share
the Good News of Jesus—
I am the Resurrection and the Life”

Reflections about today’s scripture:




Thursday March 4, 2010

March 2:1-5

A few days later, when Jesus again entered Capernaum,
the people heard that he had come home. *So many gath-
ered that there was no room left, not even outside the door,
and he preached the word to them. 3Some men came,
bringing to him a paralytic, carried by four of them. “Since
they could not get him to Jesus because of the crowd, they
made an opening in the roof above Jesus and, after digging
through it, lowered the mat the paralyzed man was lying
on. *When Jesus saw their faith, he said to the paralytic,
"Son, your sins are forgiven."

Today’s Prayer Focus & Reflections:
Realize how the power of teamwork, as shown
in today’s text, can make a difference in the lives of others

Reflections about today’s scripture:

Friday March 5, 2010

John 11:17-44

Jesus Comforts the Sisters

*’On his arrival, Jesus found that Lazarus had already been in
the tomb for four days. **Bethany was less than two miles®
from Jerusalem, **and many Jews had come to Martha and
Mary to comfort them in the loss of their brother. **When Mar-
tha heard that Jesus was coming, she went out to meet him,
but Mary stayed at home. **"Lord," Martha said to Jesus, "if
you had been here, my brother would not have died. **But |
know that even now God will give you whatever you ask."
*)esus said to her, "Your brother will rise again." **Martha
answered, "l know he will rise again in the resurrection at the
last day." **Jesus said to her, "l am the resurrection and the
life. He who believes in me will live, even though he dies; **and
whoever lives and believes in me will never die. Do you believe
this?" *"Yes, Lord," she told him, "l believe that you are the
Christ,” the Son of God, who was to come into the

world." 2And after she had said this, she went back and called
her sister Mary aside. "The Teacher is here," she said, "and is

Monday March 1, 2010
Mark 5:25-34

A large crowd followed and pressed around him. **And a
woman was there who had been subject to bleeding for
twelve years. **She had suffered a great deal under the care
of many doctors and had spent all she had, yet instead of
getting better she grew worse. ”When she heard about
Jesus, she came up behind him in the crowd and touched his
cloak, **because she thought, "If I just touch his clothes, | will
be healed." *Immediately her bleeding stopped and she felt
in her body that she was freed from her suffering.

%At once Jesus realized that power had gone out from him.
He turned around in the crowd and asked, "Who touched my
clothes?" 3™You see the people crowding against you," his
disciples answered, "and yet you can ask, 'Who touched
me?' " 3*But Jesus kept looking around to see who had done
it. 3Then the woman, knowing what had happened to her,
came and fell at his feet and, trembling with fear, told him
the whole truth. 3*He said to her, "Daughter, your faith has
healed you. Go in peace and be freed from your suffering."

Today’s Prayer Focus & Reflections:
Pray for the staff & volunteers at
North Willamette Habitat for Humanity

Reflections about today’s scripture:



http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John%2011:17-44&version=NIV#fen-NIV-26531a#fen-NIV-26531a�
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John%2011:17-44&version=NIV#fen-NIV-26540b#fen-NIV-26540b�

Tuesday March 2, 2010

Luke 13:10-17

**On a Sabbath Jesus was teaching in one of the syna-
gogues, “and a woman was there who had been crippled
by a spirit for eighteen years. She was bent over and could
not straighten up at all. *When Jesus saw her, he called her
forward and said to her, "Woman, you are set free from
your infirmity." Then he put his hands on her, and imme-
diately she straightened up and praised God. *Indignant
because Jesus had healed on the Sabbath, the synagogue
ruler said to the people, "There are six days for work. So
come and be healed on those days, not on the Sabbath."
*The Lord answered him, "You hypocrites! Doesn't each of
you on the Sabbath untie his ox or donkey from the stall
and lead it out to give it water? **Then should not this
woman, a daughter of Abraham, whom Satan has kept
bound for eighteen long years, be set free on the Sabbath
day from what bound her?"

"When he said this, all his opponents were humiliated, but
the people were delighted with all the wonderful things he
was doing.

Today’s Prayer Focus & Reflections:
Soften the hearts of those who may put up barriers
and excuses for not helping those in need

Reflections about today’s scripture:

Wednesday March 3, 2010

Luke 17:11-19

Ten Healed of Leprosy

"Now on his way to Jerusalem, Jesus traveled along the bor-
der between Samaria and Galilee. *As he was going into a
village, ten men who had leprosy®met him. They stood at a
distance *and called out in a loud voice, "Jesus, Master, have
pity on us!"

*When he saw them, he said, "Go, show yourselves to the
priests." And as they went, they were cleansed.

*One of them, when he saw he was healed, came back, prais-
ing God in a loud voice. **He threw himself at Jesus' feet and
thanked him—and he was a Samaritan.

Jesus asked, "Were not all ten cleansed? Where are the
other nine? **Was no one found to return and give praise to
God except this foreigner?" **Then he said to him, "Rise and
go; your faith has made you well."

Today’s Prayer Focus & Reflections:
Help us to take the time to thank the Lord
for the many healing moments in our lives.

Reflections about today’s scripture:



http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke%2017:11-19&version=NIV#fen-NIV-25656a#fen-NIV-25656a�
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