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Saturday March 20, 2010  
 
Matthew 16:21-26 

21From that time on Jesus began to explain to his disci-
ples that he must go to Jerusalem and suffer many 
things at the hands of the elders, chief priests and 
teachers of the law, and that he must be killed and on 
the third day be raised to life.  22Peter took him aside 
and began to rebuke him. "Never, Lord!" he said. "This 
shall never happen to you!"  23Jesus turned and said to 
Peter, "Get behind me, Satan! You are a stumbling block 
to me; you do not have in mind the things of God, but 
the things of men."   24Then Jesus said to his disciples, "If 
anyone would come after me, he must deny himself and 
take up his cross and follow me. 25For whoever wants to 
save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for me 
will find it. 26What good will it be for a man if he gains 
the whole world, yet forfeits his soul? Or what can a man 
give in exchange for his soul? 

Today’s Prayer Focus & Reflections:  
Help us give up our “stumbling blocks”, our  

things of men and focus on the things  of God 
 

Reflections about today’s scripture: 
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Christ Lutheran Church  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Our goal during the 2010 Lenten season is 
for  everyone at Christ Lutheran to experience 
the Word of God more in their daily lives.  
 Following a simple outline, this daily   
devotional offers an opportunity for our whole 
congregation to read, pray, and discuss the 
same text during these 40 days of Lent.  The 
opening and closing prayers and the chosen  
Bible verses   (using the New International  Version) 
will focus on a new theme each week to help us 
reflect on the life of Christ and prepare our 
hearts for the great joy of Easter.  
 

Week 4-Models of Discipleship  
March 14—20, 2010 

Opening Prayer:  
 Heavenly Father,. we come to you today to thank you 
for the many blessings You have given us and to grow closer to 
You by studying Your scripture. As we read Your Word, quiet 
our minds and open our hearts to Your will in our lives. Provide 
healing, guidance and wisdom through these words, helping 
us to truly live out Your love and promises in our everyday 
lives.    In the name of Jesus, Your loving Son, Amen. 
 
Read the Scripture for the Day  
 
Reflection: Using Christ Lutheran’s mission statement 

“Alive in the Love of Christ 
Hopeful in the promises of Christ 

Active in the service of Christ”   
as a guide, what is today’s scripture saying to me?  
 1) How does Christ’s  love  come alive in these verses? 
 2) Where do I see hope in His promises?  
 3) What about this scripture moves me to act in         
     service to Him and others?  
Closing Prayer:  
 Thank you Lord for this time with You. Throughout 
this week’s lessons, we see Your directions and examples on 
how to follow You as Your disciples. Help us remember that 
you are there with us, to help and encourage us as we “take up 
our cross” and follow you. . May we feel Your ever present love 
surround us, and  in thanksgiving may we be inspired to pass 
on Your love to others in our families and community.  In the 
name of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit, strengthen us on this 
journey, now and always.  Amen. 
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Sunday March 14, 2010  
John 4:5-15,25-30, & 39 
 
John 4:5-15 
   5So he came to a town in Samaria called Sychar, near 
the plot of ground Jacob had given to his son Joseph. 
6Jacob's well was there, and Jesus, tired as he was from 
the journey, sat down by the well. It was about the sixth 
hour.  7When a Samaritan woman came to draw water, 
Jesus said to her, "Will you give me a drink?" 8(His disci-
ples had gone into the town to buy food.)    9The  
Samaritan woman said to him, "You are a Jew and I am a 
Samaritan woman. How can you ask me for a drink?" (For 
Jews do not associate with Samaritans.)  10Jesus an-
swered her, "If you knew the gift of God and who it is that 
asks you for a drink, you would have asked him and he 
would have given you living water.” 11"Sir," the woman 
said, "you have nothing to draw with and the well is deep. 
Where can you get this living water?12Are you greater 
than our father Jacob, who gave us the well and drank 
from it himself, as did also his sons and his flocks and 
herds?" 13Jesus answered, "Everyone who drinks this wa-
ter will be thirsty again, 14but whoever drinks the water I 
give him will never thirst. Indeed, the water I give him will 
become in him a spring of water welling up to eternal 
life."  15The woman said to him, "Sir, give me this water so 
that I won't get thirsty and have to keep coming here to 
draw water." 
John 4:25-30 
  25The woman said, "I know that Messiah" (called Christ) 
"is coming. When he comes, he will explain everything to 
us." 26Then Jesus declared, "I who speak to you am he." 
 27Just then his disciples returned and were surprised to 
find him talking with a woman. But no one asked, "What 
do you want?" or "Why are you talking with her?"  
28Then, leaving her water jar, the woman went back to 
the town and said to the people, 29"Come, see a man who 
told me everything I ever did. Could this be the Christ?" 
30They came out of the town and made their way toward 
him. 
John 4:39 
 39Many of the Samaritans from that town believed in him 
because of the woman's testimony, "He told me every-
thing I ever did." 
 

Today’s Prayer Focus & Reflections:  
Help us seek the “Living Water”, quenching our  

thirst and then telling others of it’s promises 
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Friday March 19, 2010  
 
John 6:1-14 
 1Some time after this, Jesus crossed to the far shore of 
the Sea of Galilee (that is, the Sea of Tiberias), 2and a 
great crowd of people followed him because they saw 
the miraculous signs he had performed on the sick. 
3Then Jesus went up on a mountainside and sat down 
with his disciples. 4The Jewish Passover Feast was 
near. 5When Jesus looked up and saw a great crowd 
coming toward him, he said to Philip, "Where shall we 
buy bread for these people to eat?" 6He asked this only 
to test him, for he already had in mind what he was go-
ing to do. 7Philip answered him, "Eight months' wages-
would not buy enough bread for each one to have a 
bite!" 8Another of his disciples, Andrew, Simon Peter's 
brother, spoke up, 9"Here is a boy with five small barley 
loaves and two small fish, but how far will they go 
among so many?" 10Jesus said, "Have the people sit 
down." There was plenty of grass in that place, and the 
men sat down, about five thousand of them. 11Jesus 
then took the loaves, gave thanks, and distributed to 
those who were seated as much as they wanted. He did 
the same with the fish. 12When they had all had enough 
to eat, he said to his disciples, "Gather the pieces that 
are left over. Let nothing be wasted." 13So they gathered 
them and filled twelve baskets with the pieces of the 
five barley loaves left over by those who had eaten. 
14After the people saw the miraculous sign that Jesus 
did, they began to say, "Surely this is the Prophet who is 
to come into the world." 

Today’s Prayer Focus & Reflections:  
Pray for continued blessings and  

encouragement  for those volunteers  
who serve on the Transitional Shelter Board. 

 
Reflections about today’s scripture: 
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Thursday March 18, 2010  
 
John 15:1-11 
  1"I am the true vine, and my Father is the gardener. 
2He cuts off every branch in me that bears no fruit, 
while every branch that does bear fruit he prunes so 
that it will be even more fruitful. 3You are already clean 
because of the word I have spoken to you. 4Remain in 
me, and I will remain in you. No branch can bear fruit by 
itself; it must remain in the vine. Neither can you bear 
fruit unless you remain in me. 5"I am the vine; you are 
the branches. If a man remains in me and I in him, he 
will bear much fruit; apart from me you can do nothing. 
6If anyone does not remain in me, he is like a branch 
that is thrown away and withers; such branches are 
picked up, thrown into the fire and burned. 7If you re-
main in me and my words remain in you, ask whatever 
you wish, and it will be given you. 8This is to my Father's 
glory, that you bear much fruit, showing yourselves to 
be my disciples. 9"As the Father has loved me, so have I 
loved you. Now remain in my love. 10If you obey my 
commands, you will remain in my love, just as I have 
obeyed my Father's commands and remain in his love. 
11I have told you this so that my joy may be in you and 
that your joy may be complete. 
 

Today’s Prayer Focus & Reflections:  
May we remain in Christ and be strengthen  

to do His will and spread His love.  
 

Reflections about today’s scripture: 
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Monday March 15, 2010  
 
Matthew 7:24-27 
 24"Therefore everyone who hears these words of mine 
and puts them into practice is like a wise man who built 
his house on the rock. 25The rain came down, the 
streams rose, and the winds blew and beat against that 
house; yet it did not fall, because it had its foundation on 
the rock. 26But everyone who hears these words of mine 
and does not put them into practice is like a foolish man 
who built his house on sand. 27The rain came down, the 
streams rose, and the winds blew and beat against that 
house, and it fell with a great crash." 

Today’s Prayer Focus & Reflections:  
Just as Jesus is our firm foundation, encourage 

 our continued support  of the Transitional Shelter  
as it helps others who are struggling 
 to build their financial foundation.  

 
Reflections about today’s scripture: 

       
       
       
       
       
       
       
       
       
       

 
Reflections about Sunday’s scripture: 
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Tuesday March 16, 2010  
 
Mark 4:1-9, 13-20 
 1Again Jesus began to teach by the lake. The crowd 
that gathered around him was so large that he got 
into a boat and sat in it out on the lake, while all the 
people were along the shore at the water's edge. 2He 
taught them many things by parables, and in his 
teaching said: 3"Listen! A farmer went out to sow his 
seed. 4As he was scattering the seed, some fell along 
the path, and the birds came and ate it up. 5Some fell 
on rocky places, where it did not have much soil. It 
sprang up quickly, because the soil was shallow. 6But 
when the sun came up, the plants were scorched, and 
they withered because they had no root. 7Other seed 
fell among thorns, which grew up and choked the 
plants, so that they did not bear grain. 8Still other 
seed fell on good soil. It came up, grew and produced 
a crop, multiplying thirty, sixty, or even a hundred 
times." 9Then Jesus said, "He who has ears to hear, let 
him hear." 
 13Then Jesus said to them, "Don't you understand this 
parable? How then will you understand any parable? 
14The farmer sows the word. 15Some people are like 
seed along the path, where the word is sown. As soon 
as they hear it, Satan comes and takes away the word 
that was sown in them. 16Others, like seed sown on 
rocky places, hear the word and at once receive it 
with joy. 17But since they have no root, they last only a 
short time. When trouble or persecution comes be-
cause of the word, they quickly fall away. 18Still oth-
ers, like seed sown among thorns, hear the word; 
19but the worries of this life, the deceitfulness of 
wealth and the desires for other things come in and 
choke the word, making it unfruitful. 20Others, like 
seed sown on good soil, hear the word, accept it, and 
produce a crop—thirty, sixty or even a hundred times 
what was sown." 

Today’s Prayer Focus & Reflections:  
May our hearts and lives reflect seeds growing in  good 

soil, hearing the Word and spreading it to others 
 

Reflections about today’s scripture: 
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Wednesday  March 17, 2010  
 
Luke 10:38-42 
 38As Jesus and his disciples were on their way, he came 
to a village where a woman named Martha opened her 
home to him. 39She had a sister called Mary, who sat at 
the Lord's feet listening to what he said. 40But Martha 
was distracted by all the preparations that had to be 
made. She came to him and asked, "Lord, don't you care 
that my sister has left me to do the work by myself? Tell 
her to help me!" 41"Martha, Martha," the Lord answered, 
"you are worried and upset about many things, 42but 
only one thing is needed.  Mary has chosen what is bet-
ter, and it will not be taken away from her." 

 

Today’s Prayer Focus & Reflections:  
Help us focus more on Your will and ways for our lives, 

rather than the “busyness” of the world.  
 

Reflections about today’s scripture: 
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